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This special report weae prepared to describe the reaults of & series
i 3 of confersnces with astronomers during and £ollowiry n.rlaf{d.ng of the Anerican
E i Astroncmical Scelety in Victoria, B, €., in June, 1952. It recounts persomal : l
; " opinions of a Jarge mumber of professionslly trained astronomical abservars
i I x J
58 regarding unidentified seriasl ebjects.. In addition, it reports sightings by
vl five profespional astronomers that were pot explainable by thm. Reprosenting
E 3 the opinionz of highly treined scle ta, these cemients should prove par-
! }.,"I' ticularly helpfull in assessing the pregent at,a.t#i of our knowledgs of unknown
P ohjects in the siies. : :
5
b 1 . "
o E ; PURFOSE OF - THTERVTENS : .
; : fenoes W RRES i
I E} [ | @ : | a |
D e

The desiratility has beem established of inquiring of professionally

trained astrongmers of vonslderable solentific backpround as w wWhether they

¥ !
.|
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: had ever made sightings of umidentified serisl objecta. At the sams tine, it
> 3

is 1’311. i.hn‘ it would'be pu'nl‘ihhl.e to obtain the infarnal upj_m,nn; and advice

_ocf hisb-ram:l.ng sstronomers on the entire ==nh.1==t- of uni-knuﬂed sarial objécta,

of the manmer in utu.ch the ;.umtdmaun bf thesa obj-acla was b-uing cumlaﬂ

by the-Adir Tu‘rna, and of thedr own inner feelinga sbogt the possibility l-hﬂ-

I : . ; { 1" i uhjaa:ts ware real and mig.'nt constitute edther a threat to natisnal mu.rit;'

l- or & ne‘ul natural phenomena mt:lq.r Uf uci.ant?.!‘lc investigation. !
.l.c'cwd:lngly 1t wag p]..anmd that a tour wuld be mada af several of

n the nation's ohservitories, J_wt. in Ith.a gulze of anl octﬁci.a:l mvautjgabor, bt
I rather as an astronomer travelihp abolt to discuss acisntific prol}].uq'. It was
E: felt that this l;u.i_'l.d ﬂﬂct.pﬂ.ﬁﬂ was necassary, that an artifisial barrier to
.: ] , commumication might not be set up binich wobld invalidate the asnmpf-:l.on that
j % : 3 truly representative epinions were baing obtained. Therefors, o mhimbalr
i | _ good faith; the pames of thl astrononars interviewed are withheld lfrm this
5 3 5 report, . |
i y g7 all,._ﬁ agtronomers u%ra interviewsd, nearly é.'luayﬂ indiwidually
g_' 'nmpt- im a few cases Where this was _i.q;uluuihla.l Bight ebaervataries Word I
il k . wieited and the Hational Hgatdng of the Americen Astronemical Society inf
LR Victoria, Eritish l:olmm, was attended on June 25 to Jume 20,
i.. Bl:ﬁawt of the eonfidential apd hiphly per;nna'.l. mAnner i:n wh:l.ch the
i ; : intarviews guoted below were made, a;nd to kecp fadth with the Ay alat.rommra
: ]? interviewed, who, generally, were not gware that amyrthing mere than'a persulual

' private t.alk betuaen asunnmar: was g\ﬂng nn, the names of the astroncmers

- will be withheld. They l-rl.ll be usigned. J.e.t.Lers, but the code. 1!:1_1_1. not te
included in this report.

http://www.bluebookarchive.org/page.aspx?PageCode=MAXW-PBB1-959[02/10/2010 11:46:40]

e




Project Blue Book Archive

-t | ‘,
. ;
i 1Y
. \ " ¥
\
!
]
; |
|1
i
T
H
' L
. 53
P
A ]
G
E
I
5
U A
N
c
L
i ot
s
5
i 1
P
I
EJ
D.

Y b | e i
Y tHIs PACE 1S UNCLASSTFLIED fa | U
\ : PRI R LR SR SR A i
= T g %
|
» i - ¥ X

Ty

UNCLASSIFIED

-3

Table 1 glves n infomal svalustion of eah astrononer as an ob-

[
server, and, for some, thelr rating as a pﬂf'E.G:F'I' stronomer. Thesa

: i . :
ratings are based on my own porscnal opimichy they not Bepresent any fixed |

levels of acldevement in the gensral field of astronomy. i il &
1 i .

TABIE 1. TNFORMAL EVALUKTION OF ASTR.NOMERS
PROVIDING DATA FOR THIS REPORT

Fatlng = leting 8z &

Rating Rating a3 a
as an profesaional 1 | A= an profeaaional
Astronomer observer astronomer Astranoner oheervar astrononer
- T
A 3 - v Latiog 2
B EN e - H 3 =
c 3 - T 3 1
hi] 2. - b b -
E |3 - z - =
F 3 - A - -
g 1 - HE E -
H 2 - [ - -
I 1 = T 1 i 1
T 1 iz 1 b
i - s FF - &
L 1 - ao 1 1
K 1 - HH 2 1
N 3 1 11 2 2
V] F 3 hE] - -
P 3 3 KK S ! =
[ 1 1 WL - -y
R 4 = i3 2 g -
5 2 u HH - R
[. 2 - - 00 - -
1} 1 - P - o
Eey to raunqn: 1. Excellent -
2 [Above avarage ] y |
31 Avegage .
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INTERVIEWS WITH ASTROWOMERS

UNCLASSIFIED

Fi ‘There fallows & simple marsative of the interviews, after which the

opinions and advice of the namnmera will be aﬁaﬂsud_ .

Aatronomer b has pever made any sightings and knwp uf nome in his

impediate mqminhms who have, |

hstrnmn»ar B has mude sightings of things which pecple would call

Fflying saucers" but haan"l- Seen -:nl‘thlug that he couldn't explain.  He has

seon birds at night rlx:l.ng “in rc-mation 1llmminated by city 1'.1.59&.5, bt

probably met bright amu.gh to hm.rn been photographed because they were traveling

"pretty fasth. dgtronaser B wanders Lf adme oct’ the sightings are not die to

Wavy secret weapors, since only the uw: has -:-fficm.h said nothi_ng abouk I‘

flyfng savcers, Astronomer B was quite uutapoke:u and feels that past nethods

of hendling the subjest have been atupld" .

He feels pilots ahould aot be

hushnd up; and that secrecy arﬂ.:.r wheta the puhlic nppat.ii.e. 1

!..gt.rnnmler E has made no sightings, and

the subj acti.

and subject.

It is ovident that he regards it as

Difficult to bring the conversation

ﬂutmlﬁmer D has made no such aightings

is gudte r:luch.lnt tD dd_al:'nﬂﬂ'
B felfly silly proceeding
sround to the subject.

and dogs not know ar:i.' aEsoci-

ate who has, He is fairly sympathetde,in tp.e mtt.er and appears opan ninded

on the subject, | " g
“~

i

hstranoner E hes made no =1g'h‘cd.:|gs, but heard tha graat Saattle

meteorite pf May 11 at'ls30 a.m. ‘hpparently, he is not much interested in

the subject.
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. As . =
Astronomer F, from England, has made no sightings, bot tells of the
reports of -um-g:;ntifie-.& objekia in England - ;

katronomar g nade no sightings, nor have his assoc;ét.;s:
Reasonably inurest&ﬂ. in talking about the subject, he clanu.ﬂ_y doss not Son-
sider it & tepie of amy real importance’ sa. comparsd with the probitms He is
interested in at the moment, : : i

ksi:rmer B hae been assecidted with systematic meteor obeervation,
but not for any ,g:real- length. of tﬁ,{u;.-, He has mafje:pn. :ia,hbi.n::,s nor have hia
asgogilates, His meteor caneras have mot pleked uw amy objedts.

hstronomer I has made no dightingh and it w\n.a rather :'sl.ﬁ:ncult. to

get him to talk about the subject at all, Clearfy he does not regard it as a

- problen of importance.

hstrononer J, who has had long experience at's meteor cbeervatory,
hus made no sightings but clearly is very interested in the problem, He has
pronised cooperation ahould any items come to his attention. He is wery nuch
. F

interestad in seelng this problen cleared up. - His professional rating is

mall:nf]. T ) - | : . .
:\.nbmnnm: L has nade no sightings nor, as far as he khows, have
any of his asgociates. .
Astonomer M has made mo sightings. Palitely ‘_nteraat,led: tut- he
clearly doss not regard it as a.majur problem; -

Agtronomer N, with an amalllent. professional rating, has made po

'aightings nor doee he know of any associates who have. He said that astronomer

Miipple thinka the green [ireballs cbserved in New Mexico are snall astedoids,-

http://www.bluebookarchive.org/page.aspx?PageCode=MAXW-PBB1-962[02/10/2010 11:47:58]
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whersas the erdinary meteors are conetary fragnentsa. There iz & further dis-

E L

eunssion.of thie paint later with reference to La Pas.

Astronomer O, whose professicnal rnti.ng is iml:.f moderate, has seen

Ast¥onmer P, wm-plmeaumu rating algo is only moderats, has
@een none and does not consider the problen very important. (See footnote, ) :
Astrononar g, with an excellent professional rating, hae ssen no

und dentified b;*._jm:ts but s&ys that reports éone in occasionally from the

. | .
. Fraser River valley northeast of Vancouver. Apparently these gightings hawve

bean concerned with lights similar to the Lubbock 1ights. ¥
: .'.stron.»:.mar B has personally sighted an unidentified cbject, a light
which loomed across his range of vj,aioﬁ, which was obatructed by an abaervatery

doma, much! faster than & plens and much slower than a m:talu;'. If it had been

. : 2
. &.plame; then 1ts rapid motien could bo accounted for only by closeness; but

ginea no motore were heard, this explanation waas essentially ruled out, Light
was steadier than that of a meteer and wes obdérved for about three seconds,

hstronamer A doea not ascrilbe any pé:t.icu.‘la: significance Lo this sighting,

except @s it.constitutes dne of the many incomplete and unexplained sightings,
]
. hstronomer R wea nét reluctant to talk sbout the subject of flying saucers and

i printed out that we must not £R11 inte tho error of believing that we under-
4 1

?'bu:sd. all rJnrsiléal phencmend, As late as the year 1800, it i-las thought im-
: 2 : |

| ¥ 1 !

Fagtnolta: The prolessional ratings given here shoy that "slghtings" and

. interest in the problem do not run inversely proportional to the
'prufqlssimﬂ rating of the astronomar.

RESTRIGTED s
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possibls thet meteorites, "stores from heavan", could fall from the siy.

There i3 ne 'resson o believe that d century s.ncl- & half later all the p!’qsi;::al '

i . ; phencniana. that ‘axl ot Bhve béen discoversd. Astrencmer E is, however, violantly

.. 'opp-oéqd tnlt-hé éensnt.it;ﬁgl spprosch to this protlem, He plints oit thab many

| scientists, or at least some sticntists, have spproached these sightinge for
“the pake D!‘I porsenal glery. and puh.l_icilt:.r but not for the bencfit of the country.
He 18 &lso opposed to magazines such as Life setbing t,.h'u:nsg_-lhg up as. seientific

arbiters and pasaing scientific judgnent. on sipghtings when not qualified to do

'II; . 8o, - In short, Astrencmer R believes this subject is sericus encugh to be con-

é : ; sidered ag a sclentific problen, and that it should be tucen emtirely out of 3
'ihs_s;ansahuml realn. He be.l_i.wea, for imstance, that o group|of aer.i{.m :

: . -alc‘.lentiat'a ghould aim to help investigators J.T_'. starting with a thoroushgeing i

{; Y investigation of the "Lubback 1ights™. Thisl investigation weuld l::.‘npri;e not

only a rehash of previcus sightings, but an intelligent coéperative offort to

o

examine the world of physical phenomena and to-see which of thoas, and which |
soientific|or pl‘u’sir-.nl:pr:r.::iplus, might conceivably have led to theso oboer=
vations; Ho facls that the Lubbuck incident is a ‘particularly pr.cpj_t.!.wa one
' to start with, since the Ubsiln.'a:.i,ar;s were ma‘du by ru]_]_la.nlg o'l:qggr\l‘etu j_.n a II
acie'.':cil'ic 2lm::=phn;!-, apd that, therefore, these gualified al:acrvcr:!.l:ﬁ.d
'-d:l.s:usa with .othar 'acielntista their gightings in a dispassionate mannes. ?

d R
Aatropaner B turned ower the record of his sighting made at the instant of

CEHYHGE R O®RS

the sighting, for whatever use it may be, He is interested in tha iZ'TUb'ii;ﬂ

141 and eminently cooparative. - o

UNCLASSIFIER
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: i " Astrodomer S has scen nono-.and is not partiewlarly intarosted inthe
. 2 ]
: problen, : : * ;
\ I Astronomer T has personally sezn nothing, bat roceunted the incident

at-Selfridge Ficld which occurred sarly in June, 1952, in which a group of
fliers from Gc]..l:"riiﬁc Field was sent out Lu attack a Yarpget over Lake i.r-jg.+

As 'they wWere :Ipprmcllir.g the target, the shore observors radisod "'.ﬂ.ty don't

you sheot? You ara alrcla:w in the targu;t.._" This apparently is another exange 0

of the fairly frequent radar "eightings®, s

_Aatru::qn-ar o, :-'.ugt‘; Fruett, who docs not mind having his name usod,

'i8 Northweat Hﬂ&;’mnﬂl Diyettor of the Anerican Moteor Society.l ut.lw\@

gatting on in yoars, he hag fad & a.'rmab deal of experiemce with netcor chser=
. vation. He cvinced cofsiderable interset ‘End cuc.p&rutif‘.\n in the problen, |and

I took the liberty of asking him to sooperate with this endeavor in tracking . .,

down metacr sightings which mipght be associated with reporta on flying saucers.

b=

Ha ie well acquainted with all tho officers and members of the Amcrican Hoteor
Socioty, and he could provide conslderable.help in assembling a pancl of con-
sulting astronmmars. .}-:'ru-altl-. p.lut-t.cﬂ the flight of the great Sent.lr.:l.u meteor
from hu:\.ﬂ.rudls n_ll‘ .ruport.s. Ho is ah avid "t.ra.ckurfuuwnn‘r"_ of suth things, 1nd|
he can be of considerabls assistance in these matters. He himswlf has not . |

nade any unexpleiied aigmungse I chocked my knowledgo of moteors with him

SR R e

and corrcborated the peints that there are marny metecors that are green, that

sane drop vertically, that some I-mt':bia, somc have noisc associated with them, |

o ' ' and pome have boen soen as long az 25 seconds. There ie obe record in the

B i
«literature of & nateor that lasted 50 scconds, but this spems hardly possible.

“uNCLP‘E'S\F.‘IEg
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Prugtty elthough ho ebserved no objecta, did heer & wvery loud noise sbowe the

cluuiis early one morning which he does not believe wee sircraft, He asked the

! no. gquestion that the nolse existed, tut no one saw anything.

loeal radic stalion ta helpy hils phone wes kopt busy for four|hours. ‘There is

Astronamar ¥ has made no sightings. He was so intercated in speaking

scigntific problens. His prnfuasiultal rating is oal.? intermediate,

hstroncmer W was difficalt to intorest in the an‘..-jc:t and did not

. of his own troubles thit it was impossitle to l;rinz the tenversation arcund to

.;I__; adnit to having ) Amything,
I iy L hstroncmer X, with a hifh professional rating, has made ne sightings
s : and exhibite an extremely r;;ga}Lvn attitude toward the whele probleén. He
i ' . feols that all si E'I'.Hl_ng cxgept. the gresn fireballs are meruly ndalt-,-pwspr[t.a-
2 g t:l..n:-nn of Iaﬂiill:iar. objoets, -lnci e has no pﬂ_ﬁfr-'nru will the s-ul-l_JE_cb.'; He
L tq_-]_i.e_-vesl that' La Paz shoild hav: cnough data, to- get the hl:‘i.l_:hts of the groen
£ 5 fircballs, and therefore settle the questlon. Ls Pas, when questioned later, &
i gald he did have suf:‘infj ant nDsL-HstLUJH and the objecta WA aight w't;sn
}é i ‘miles bigh, Astronomer R, who huppum'r: to be present b‘ltlU!’!'r_’.s‘;\r‘OmeCI' X was
k "suun:i’.:ng of ', again reiterated that it would be a-good-idem for soma
5 aatronmar’ to take a mﬂcn:i.b‘-_ulattit'ndu'tuward. this pb:lblsl‘l‘r.’, and Lh-liﬂ: we will
? get no place by 'mc.-rn.Ll_-.r pwh—hucchi.ngl it. ;
E “ : ;: Astronomer ¥ has made no sightings l?h‘t. has atated, "If I saw one, I
B :E wouldnlt spy anything ahom.. itn. Tmis s':nwfm.-.ni. wersation inte the

- guestion of what conditiong would have te be met

The answer from him was the samc as fiom sovoral

http://www.bluebookarchive.org/page.aspx?PageCode=MAXW-PBB1-966[02/10/2010 11:49:48]
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they were promised completec ancnymity and if they eould peport their sightings
f._i:n & group of serious, résper!t-a:d. -_sr-':icnt.i.sts who would regard the problem as a
seientific one, ther they woulld bp Willing &g cobperdte o the very {‘\JIJléat-

extent, ' Astronomer ¥ suggested that am-articls be written in sane astronomical

- = \
Jjourmal inferming the astrcnomical world thet, a relisble clearing house for
r q N i

sugh informeticn exists, (See footnote.) Astrcnomer ¥, and othérs, ware nf:
tha strong “upj_n';c:r. that lthe astronomical 'mldﬁshou.‘.d be informed through :
raliable c!uariua]s as to what the Air Feree is doing in -Lracuir.g. doun - thesa
szn;ﬁ.ps, ard what is belng done-to pot .15.he imvestigation of such i.r-ti.ﬂcn-ta on
a selentifie basgis. :

Astroncmer E, frem Ehrna.'r@rl, has sighted nene himeell” but tells that y
flyin; ssucer reports alse exist in (ermany, but he believes that many may have

been introduced by the Ocoypation Forces. ' He reports that ronors are frequant

+ that the flying saucers mipht be from Hars, but that these roporis are taken

by the intelligent ainply as American propagands to over wup the existence of
agcret weapors, Or, they séy, 1f not the fnericans, then the SU"iBt.'B;'
‘Agstrenomer AA, from England, has made o sightings’ himself. He tells
that, such sightings are talked about in injlend, owever. The only speeific
;asc.m Knows anything about is that of the falling ice h‘]l_-ich.]ci.]_lt:d tha sheep.
Tﬁ.es_p wary I-gnnd;r "LIVing sapcers’ served & very J:DD;E'.]:EL‘_JL‘FHQ in 'getting a.rmllnd.
ng,u réticming because when a sheep wae killed, ebvicusly for tatle wes, the
blane was put to i‘al_u_mj ice. The storics e.l‘ndmi whon & chomical exanination
ef the only authentic cdse of a\J!.ch a fall ghowed the ice to havg uric acid'in

it, This led to A change in the sanitation roytines abeard the BOAC plenesl

. Footnotos The writer dogs nokb agres waith this as 1 wpuld ﬂmt immediataly

fall inte the hands of the press and the enawing publicity weuld
be p strong deterrent to the rooeipt of reporte.

: EEEIW UNCLASSIFIED
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. 2 ; 0 " Astromemer LIB has made no eighting 'pr.;r_s_nnallar, tut informed the

" Writer, that he would talk th 8 reputebile committes of seiemtlsts if he 444 ses
; : ;

anything. 3
) Letronmmer EE ma- mads B .a.i.gmi.ng;: hingelf althnuéh he has beon ip’
a vary good position .tc do so.  He was reluctant to dimcuss the matter to RITY
axtenth ’ . % [
Astronomer 0D, with a top professié}:al mhng, has sean nothidg per-
sonally, nor iinl::s he know of amy of hia agseolatis who bave. Intereated in :
“the problom, l'«.: facls that a sclemtific pamol could prowide the an:a«.-.r,'
fetrononer E.n has nuovor sien amy uncplainable objests, Ho has sr':é,-_n
[} phanmamn which moat psuple would hava aaid waE|a "flying sauwer?. This
. ' turned out to bels 't:n.acc-n ll.[,ht. dcs{:r‘ bing a eone of light, part of x‘f]ch "
I :mLLrﬂ.'.'pl.uu 4 high cirrus olewd, This led $0.a series of elliptical 14 ghta

mi:nr,i_ng in tne direction and nover coning bacl,

o =t

Astrononer FF has snnn-nnm: hinstlf, but recontly recedved a ropert
| fron a ranger who said ha was an amatenr astrr'ﬁmlm‘;. he reportod a b.rir;h‘l- 14 ghit.
r bat :..ﬂ.ul:l that it .uas nol g metear, L.uL;.—;nm..r IF aajd.hj.s recitation of] the
i ” . 1
incident was vory dr.-mmt.ic. Astro:}bm“;r FF suggestod sending up &-control

-"El.yin[: saucer® to gec how m'n:ru' reports como 'hacl(. Apparantly fe had in

| - mipd an exteonely brig;nt. fDCI[Lt or porhaps & up..'Gl-B{ulﬁ; ballgon. (See footnote.)

anmnt:q Aga.m. I do not think much of this Astronomer's suggestion, It
. would sepve to tell us how many pooplée will ropart an unusual in-
r-1dc:nl-, whith munber can bo compared with the nmber of peopld who
ropurt a typical sighting; if th@ numbers agree then this weuld be some proof
that an actual object had begn sighted in thé latter cases. |Tho. confusion
that would bo ercated by this manguver is hardly worth the wiils. Hecently,
' the balloon sighting over Columbus glves us, in effcect, the sans results that
oy Astronemer FF suggestod. Certaihly in this case hundreds, if not thousands °
T' ¥ ar more penplc sow . the balloons which, i.ﬂr.‘1.|:|.|=J'J1.u',|.'.\,p'11 were not spectacilarly
5 (Pnnt.nnt.: contimed on page 12 }

P

ﬂml—d'ﬂ_‘-l[.l‘l{ﬂ:'l"ﬂz'-'ﬂ

; | - ' ]  RESTRACEET © UNCLASSIFIED
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N : Aatronomer ﬂ, with an r_:mr_'LII!ht. profegsional standing, a_n-ﬂ'tooper&-
b ; |

tiva had I:ﬁghiyt.'rt.apnctqﬂ,, has madé no sightings personally, ‘He'cencire with
others: that a comittes of ‘sciontists to appreech thy protlem of flying ssucers
would b a'_z'nuﬂ idea, . Astronomor GG had the suggestion that 5t. Elmo's fire
should be indured nrtiriciauy to meq Al this is ong of the causes of the
R TER Sl s;gm.ings of lighta h:.r pilets, ¥l
Astrononer HH, whise .prufus:l'll’:mnl ruﬁng is v_w:n.uen'u, has mido no
gj_gn't:mgg p._;-snn,-uy He al_;rr_ﬂﬂ that tho wndjtj_ona under  which hi would fallk
wwlni ba complots apargmity in r:.part.' ng - 1:0 a r.omitma or OWen tn one: rl:.“put- ble

agtronomer in whom he had full confidenca.

o & + Agtronomsr LI, with an adequate prefossionsl i".nt,.l.ng:_has made two
A 3 . #ightings !x_'.r_'i-ﬂnau}r. The sightings sorc fwo yuers apart. The first _:i[hti.hg,_
-G

which was witnesgod alse by an astrondmer not interviewed on this trip,
ooeurred. in this manner: 'A transport plane w&wl:l_{ng wost made quite & bit
of noisc apd Astropomer IT lum:od ap to wateh i t— He then notdced, abova tho
trangpqu—t. and going nur't:hr a clustar pf five ball-bunnz-lii-m nh_f._tla. They
‘moved -;apj.ﬂ]; and were not in eight wory long. Two yoars after this sighting,
he gighﬁa & agnple surh object which di:;ppb:lrﬁs from sipht by accelorating,
pmb.'l'h'.l.rl by turming but not _l‘,yl golng quicldly. fsbronemer IT is willing to
cooporate hutl, dees not wizh to havo notorioby. MNovertholyss, he would fierdsh

furt.ne\r dotails, und. Cbseryars Quostionmoirus should bu semt to him.

OmemHWBGn >0

[

Footnoto Eunﬁnw.ﬂ- bright End could GaE elly Bave nﬂn}cd’ detection, It is

interesting t0 mote that tho publie at largo i bdeoning
more awers of things which might pass for flying saucérs amd are Becoming lpas
gullible and trigger happy. The quality of ruports should bu going.up, and it |
| . sgema that p‘eé{.w degraoe of eredonco can be glvun to sightings roported by &
L1 gmuﬂ of poogle in cach case, It id beconing lega likely thet any large group
v .. oplle will bu-fooled By ordinary or eves umysausl aircraft, balloans, ar
| | neteors, This wes not the ease bafore the t-urn of “the half ccntu.ry

U NQLASSI.F'IEH
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| i
[ - Astronomar. Jd has ma.’:o no gightingd himsclf, -but agroes on the
! | -FOILE:U' af E'r.'po!rt.:i.ng_ t.o & duly constituted pancl if he should sde AT .
] Astronomer KD‘. hds mady. no El.ghtclngs and was not particularly inter=

l::stui in 'the pretlen. | : . ; b2
Astronozior Ll,.Dr. 'Ly Fez, heg alrcady had so much publicity in Life ;
magaging that thore appears' to"bu no reason for keeping his name .::trc“f-. H:.

! 48 the Mrector of the Institute of Heteoritded, ate phe Uni'.w'-rsit:r nf. Hew

i H.iaxlcol » ard is_tﬁU_pc-:uti'm in. the extrome. Onz sislhtinc af h:l.§ has .hccn
;I; dgac:‘ibad in Lifs magpzdne a:n.d also fully in 051 reports.. He l.naa ]'l.ild.ﬂ axten=
' Ih- i aive repoEts about the groan rilr..ball sightings in Hew Maxieo in 081 rc_r.:or#s‘ ;
3 '3 i a:!.so. i E L | !
. ; I;hL- diecussion f green firebells with mamy 25 tronomers #Hsrlogod

MO d

i that,most of thom wore of the opinion that theso woro natural objects. “How- - I

uv\'r. cloge guestioning pevealed that Lh_;l' know notling of the actueal s;*htinga,

o

of their froquoncy or anything much-zhout thM, and therefbre cafnot be teken

sariously. Im.s- is [characterietic of scientists din gul'l.cm]_. V-r]a;n- -spoaking

'_ about subjocts which ame not in their oum ‘_‘-m;u.-'.at..'.- fiald of concomn. ;

Or. La Faz has segn only oh#® grecn _f_:'lrt:l‘.:l.‘_lli 'ni_l"_-u:l_'[','.but has becn avid in

| 3 esllscting roporta on thu others. Betause his -full reports are in the 08I
files, only the salient points will bé discussed .hcn:. It -".ppoi.ll's t-haL the

groeen Tirobells can ba characterised by being extrencly boight, most T '.'-hm

Ome-me@mn>roE o

Lighting up the s?q' ln the daytime, ostimated rlagrrj!-wi_ =12, which is énl‘tﬂﬂla" LI+

v o B briiht- 'Ihl::.- appear to coms Ln lmmhss and &t one timo 10 were Dh:.ufwud :.n

. = 13 days. o noise is asgociated with thon dasp:lt.n tholr brightness. Ehn- - '

|
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light- appears to be h;mogener;ua, and their L'Lgn curye reosenbles & SQUare wave,’
« that is, it :unea on abruptly, Femmins constant w‘hl].q bu.—n;ng, and :goes out : .

exceadingly ah:l'u'pt.lj', a= though it i= snapped auc.bj- & pugh<hutton. They leave | g7 |
no trails or trains. R.a to their color; La Paz inm awaro of the fact that other

metecrs have a preen f.‘.o]'.ur,. but he insists that thie 1s adifferent ppeen, -

currgspm{d_i;lg.l.n the preen ling in the copper spechrum (5218 Angstrdm units).

Theae abjecta genarnl].:.; move in & preferential north-south, ao’uﬁhrnurt_h
" direction,. ; ¥ E A ; i
f . ] 2
111 these data are correct; t-:wt'is.. if this many objects actually

were gesn, all extremely bright, all 'na\'in#.l this particular presn coler, all .

L etE A

=:\'Ju'u1ung ne nolee, all showing a préferential d:l.rgctiun, all being homo-

-. . geneous in light intsnsity,- a)l snapping out very quickly, and all leaving no

[ -

: Hr'a:l'l.*, then we can say with assugence thal these were not a..trw.cn.cal objects.

In the first place, any cbject as bright as this should have been reported fron

L

a1l éver the world. This does not mean thds any ond; object couid have been
saen all ever the werld, but if the earth in its erbit encountered, for some
strange rv:lésun, 'a group of very large metedrs, there’is no reasen bhit, bhey

1d 81l show up in Few va:l.r:ln. Besides, coppen. is not & pla_mi'ful It'l.emant
in mete-ﬁr'a,limd the typieal fireball goes i‘ruu djm to bright to wery bright.to”
bright and t.i-u-.n fates out Fairly fi-ut., often breaking inte many parts. They

frequently leave a trail of smoke in the daytime and of lunminescende n-t night.

(=N N Rl N o R

It is repomended that the OSI reports be obtained, and- that the al.gmmga aff I : !

these firshalls be exagined in detail, . |

| b5 )
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If the data 45 r.ported by La Pas are cérreti; thon we go have a strange

.phonanena hers indeed,

Aptrongner @M hes not s-.\m_fn:.r.' He happoned o IIJ.'.- with ma, how- : 4 :
sver, whild I intorviewed sofd Yagmen who had sobr sons alun mim-colored discs.” ' .
Ho was moat mpr\alssq:t by tha :un_:n:ﬂ-:nt.x of their stories. 2 %
.:.struncﬁ;uq- M is Clyde Tombaugh, wio hes a]:e..a:dy boen idomtified im
the Life article. He has made t.wn_si.ght.ings, the First :::r which is the cne

roportod in Life -magegine and the sotond was reported ©0 me. The details can 1

-:; be cbtainad by s:'m:u.ng 'hl:..n a questionnaire, as he is v_'.l.llliling 1-0 cooperato. h P
; ; nn:ﬂ_lr, while at Tolescope Mo. 3 at.Whito Sands, he chserved an object of -6 ' i
P : mgm_t.uﬂo ifwr times brighter than the planct Vonue at its brightest) trgvclHJ'Lg
<4 3 & | from tho zinith to the southerd hirigon iln about threc seconds.’ Tho.objoot
g : secyted the same manuavers 85 the nighttime luminous-object which was roportéd i
: 1 i An L"_fﬁ nagigine. No aound was ssﬂ.fcla.'bod with @ither of the sightings. :
5 Hr. Tombaugh is in charge of optics clo;slgn and rockot tracldng at
v White Sands Pioving Ground, Ho asdd t.halt AT he is requusted officinlly, which
5'; som b dono by @ lettor to thé Oommanding General, Flight Determination
i : T,n:' Libaratary, Widto Sands Proving Qound, Tas' Cruces, Now Mexiog, herwill bs
: , able to put 'h\i.s tolescopes at White Sanpds ot the disposal of the idr Ibr-c..a‘
11? Be can have obsdrvers alerted and [ready te take photogrephs should am.le object i
. appear. I stro recomhend T.hs.r. this :I.r-t-t»er be sent. ;
o ; I |I Astropemer 00 48 & n.?t.ﬁo“ obgeryer at the Hemrti Hutoor- Statlon irl - |I

MNew Mesdice. Although n_.]_')t:vL_.F now on tho Job, he obasorved twe lights whila

[ : ‘. g on wateh 2t 1:30 4.m. that moved mush teo fast fer a plape and much too alow

I}

%—u x UNCLASSJF Ep - g |
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for a l\;’:!ﬂb\t‘. The. tug 13 ghbs wera whd_ta and mml.'ed in a ]-nrull].c].. direction.
5 ] | It is recormended that m-ﬂb&&mr:'é Suesticnnsize be-sermt to this obaerver,
; ' & his slahting boars a resenbilanes to the sighting mide by Astronaher R. Tt
was impossitle to obtein Tull details of'those s;glzlunga bécause this would
have nlal.uaad me as an official inwestigator. Tho details of these alghtings
showld ‘b obbaimd by official quistlomsires, i : )
A metooprclogist n.‘t- t:ha_ Lawall Qbscrvatory ia idcnf.ir:ll'ad hora ae

obeorver FP. ' Ho was not intoryiewad, but & clipping was obtained from a

b ; Flngs}-uff .n.f.'-mpapr.-r coyering his obscrvations mode on May 27, 1950. The uhj.nut
I was obacrvod Letucen 12:15° and 12:20 pam. on Sotueday, Nay 20, from the grounds
v .IS of the Lowell Cl-.\q:r_-rvntnr}'. The ebject.pros.nted & bright visible dlac to the
. | E . naked oya and pasaad medprotoly rdpidly in front of = frac:tcc-mulus-c:lm in :
g t]‘Jﬁ r_ror't.mmst. "Upon passing .in front of f:lhu -r_-loud ita appearance changed ﬁ'm:|
4 :.hat of a bright objdet te a dhrk objpet, duc '-.,:u the change i penteast. . Ne
5 onginge noise-was heard, nor was thore any exhagat, Tt sceme that this r|15hi;
y 1 - have been = wiather balleon but in this casc it would be strenge if this
iy 1'; m:tv:-:arulaaist would bocoms confused by it. He reports that it wng not rw-ﬁng
}{ ! with tho iind, but across the gind, | : ’
8 p Finally, in this 3311'\'0}' of astronomers, my Associates and T at.,I:.'.hc
f Parkins El:sw\ru.tnry. should ba 'inl!:luneﬂ.' Thowe are sk of us thors, and &
1 . ;‘m tho baat of ;Q-‘ knowledge, nono of -mt”hig ;_--.-n_r SEun any \l;m_'xp]..nin:l'h]_c objoet in
: : the akics, * : g
lhile in :.J.huqun.-:qu_,u.-, I met, throwgh Dr. L3 Paz, s Dr. Everton Qonger,

|
Instructor ih Journalism at the Ondversity of Now Mexico., On July 27, 1948,

UNCITASSJFIED
1
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Ly . batwoan 8:35 and B:lF a.ml hel noticed a Ujsc-;gsmpr.d_' sbjoet in the sky. It was
flat .:m-'i round liks a flat.plate, Tt .'.Ip[:h..u'r.d to bo nade af dural e s and v e ' ]
e o\ff reflected light ve T sinilar to tha Light reflectad frcm a }ug}r:l;,r e : \
' pn.iahc:a:l afrplans ﬂnz. The full dvtaﬂs of hia ngnting ara inmy netes. I 4 -
1 -, obtained his cooporatibn and .he would be worye glad to i1l oirk an official ]
questionnaire.
1 slae interviewed, widlo in Albuguorgue, Hr. Rodran and Me, i{.':.—r:m,
- tHe o g-_J-'I':.l"_‘TI'..'.'TL whose pictura apycar-;\;_l in Lifo mogazine in thei now=famous
L':'1..:| L‘l\. on .'.I.:rl*.g sawters, T guosticned thoen geparately and found that Lh:..-‘_.r

stur.l.-:-a wore rosarkably Fon.,i.;tn,r.t. Indeed, since they viewd the objcct frdm

W m =

uidely d.:if."i.r;.—nt. parts of the city, LIoro fs-some possilility thot The parallaw

. of the ebject’ can be obtained by making thoodelite eightings mow on yhere the

objoot appearcd. o thon, The position of the cbject can bo identificd now =

B

bucansc it was wicwed elosu Lo a canyen in the moyntains. .D\r. La Paz has

lc:.nq.ly' {:-rruﬁrl te obiain the parallax of this object for us. i 1 g i

B

SIMIARY AND DISCUSSI0N

Ta 3 -
"Owor LD ostrofomers wepe intervizu_d af which fiye had él'l‘_-dt‘ ”ﬂl;nt.:_nga
of one gort or anfther. " This is a bigher pepcentage then ameng the populace
at largo, Porhops this i3 te be expected, since astrenomers do, alter all,

wateh the skics.  On the othor band, they will not likely be fooled by balloens,

(=R Nl N R R o ol e - =

alreraft, apd ginjlar objocts; &s nsy the g.,"u_ral papulaca.

N
I

. _' ¥ | = . ¥
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Tt ia intefesting te fomark upon the attifide of the -ast.r;:;nmu.ra
interviewed], The groat majerity were neithor hpstile mor m-r.-;-l:; '1nt.::tr'l:a‘bc..d}'.
. i thay Bave o t.hn._g:r:zﬁ.-rak fecling that all flying seucer repdrbs coufld be ax='
plaingsd as nigroprosentations Ofrunll;kmwn'objﬁcts and that thero was nd’::,h_ing
; intringic in the situatich !A: cause fomcern. I ok the time to talk rather.
sericusly with & fow of then; and o aoquatins tim wibh tbo fact that soma of
the sighti.n;s wora trily puizl:'\.r..g and nat -ut sll casily ﬁl;l_-'l:l;wbli;'. Thode
intercst was almeoat L-mdi.::t..c,ly'.ar_:ua:.d, indiceting that 1';].01_:- gonoral lethargy

is dpe %o lack of ipformation on the aubject, ynd ecrtainly asether contributing

[CRSE- 5]

factor to their demire not to tolk about thewe thimgs 1s thedr everwhelming
fear of publicity. One headline in the nation's pepers to the effect that

’ TAgtromemer- Soes Flying Sawter" would be onough to brand the astronomer ag

[ R

qutaitionat-lu omong his colleagubs. Since I was sble to talk with the men |:i.'|:|

confidencs, I was able to gathor wery moch mere of. thoir inner thoughts on the

R

subject than & I-'L'-_pur't.t-l‘ ef ‘an interrogator would howe been able to do, jlc'l;,u‘ﬂ_.
hostility ia, rl‘_.te;' Cﬂncl.':m ﬁi't.h thoir owdl immediate :ci.-:mt.;ific prablome is too"
groat,  Thore seoms to be no convenient methed by which te attack this problen,
_and nagt aatroncmars do not wish te Botopd imelved, ngt only becausa of the
danger of publicity but bocause the data scon tonwoue apd unrulisble,
Thavofers, it is my ponsidercd rocemmcrdation that the Tollowing

procedure be sdopted by the Mir Force:

OHEHEEMeomECoO2 2

First, the problon of unidentified acrial objects should bo-given the '
status of a sciontific problum. In amy scicotific problem, the data are
. gethered with meticulous carc and are welphod and considercd, i thout Tash,| by

i . : | : |

; %w UNCLASSIFIED |

http://www.bluebookarchive.org/page.aspx?PageCode=MAXW-PBB1-975[02/10/2010 13:19:08]




Project Blue Book Archive

i % ke it :.'- d Y { i _;_'m_“-__,_._ -
LS T A DR i : {0l enIs PAGE I8 UNG‘LASSIIFIED I“ _ .
3 ' i i . : .I. X o -ﬁ’_-'_d_d.-' = - i “ - r
! ' I L] i i W f
i i d ek ': g & B I diit- kg 4 i
: : il : mmnn } o o : % g
) = -:\‘(
: . ' e (] g “‘L\JL
. i W

ortirely cémpetent men, '-l'l'.«:rc,fcrrf_hJ it is prepossd that gong reputable group
af scﬂ:'ntthﬂ ba m2ked to exoming rucont Hiaht—il'ltﬂs ul-;ich have -already pons

3 threugh one or two @screcnings. 1f] this group kot mes convinced that tho data
are worthy of being treatsd as & seiemtifio problop, that is, that the sightinga
..u-u valid ard that wnexplained phensmona roally do-exist, then they shoald ba
ul-;;.-.d to wouch that theso deta. are "werthy of b-_i.n;! c.i:ln-:.btn-.d inte court”.

. r : 2 . :
jrmed with this seiontific 'spinion, various seleatific sctickics ahould be . TN

L approeched. The imorican Thyelénl Seciety, tho Amcrican Astronwmicel Fociety,
and the Qptieal Seclity of Amcrics are suggostod, in particular, Theso Sockdties
shionld hr; astud, in view of thy valjdity of tho data, '-..D npp,:ai_nt Sn& Or nore
mombers to constititoc a panal to r.l?'\i.sc, -.'.T‘;E.: and porhaps te dircet the mocos- by [ ]

. . gary rescarchod ipto ikl phanemond. This would sorve net only o word toward
: i

HoEm whHE e

an witimate solutdon af the problen, but in the mesntime would lend dignity * :
i f : :

to the ero;r,:t. : x

In short', either the ptonomena which have becn observed are worthy

B =

of sl ntifig attention or r,hr,,. are mot. IF thoy arc, theén the gntire problen

should be troated sciontifically and without fanfare, It 1s prosumed they the
spiortific panct weuld work with the full knowledge &hd cooporation of the ||
gL-r‘.\Cl"'ILL :'unL_rux:'..w. but weuld met b bound by scerecy, Which wopld todd to
) ) 3}:mrpcl‘ thidr yorke, | Te 18 possi le that this pancl might be a panol in tho RIB,

similar to those in geodesy, infrared, of upper ..Lrwaph*rit. FOSOBTTR.

R R N -

| In tho Reantime, it ie reemmeded th-\lt thi hir Foree approach the

5 doint Cidcfs of Staff for .ur.-dnra;m.nt._uf a cermidurod statepent of philoasphy
% and poliey for prosentotion to the publi¢ pross. There is much corfusion in
|

.| | RESESMCIED .o

=
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. the public mind ®a th H‘.h.et._is béiné done abeut the aj_w,;ltmn, and & groat deal
of npedldss criticien is being directod toward sha My e fai Mrying b
cowar .up' or "dismissing the whole thing®. Tho considered 5tn|;l.=:|qnt, to, the EIRR T |
public proess thit the problom is hrcd.n.f: cum:?nrc-a &8s & seientific onc.and is

. - ' . : being reforrod to competont scionflsts in varicus ficlde should do a very E_g':_-ua';

deal in satiafying the I;ruhlir. clomour.

It may bo,. of course, that this proposal will not'got baybnd $he first
atep. The sciontist, ui' seientists, -who Hoandne the l:ami‘u.‘l.l.:r screcnad al::i.ﬂn!me
may ﬂecidn: thora still is not emough ovidonee to nd-:d.t. the problem into the

court of sciontific sppeal. | Persemally, I hordly think, that this will be tha

e Em e

ease, sinco the .mmbl.r of truly puzzling imidc-ntls is now imprissive.

] The satond st.r;gc mey bo o long one. _Tho first offort shoulg be ta

MmoE

| determine with groot accuracy what the phonomena ta e oxpliined really are

and to ostablish their reality bl':-“:.rnnd all .mw-atiun.l

W

N " Third stage would bol tho aventunl publication of the fJ.nd.‘mfs of the
acientific pancl. This ni.sh't take the form of a progross rwn;'t. IfJ. for
instance, the scluntific chaso is led into a detailed axmination of sflmnapiiw_:'\ﬂ
sptics, ohe can envision, perhips, meny yooard of work. This howevor, is the
price one pays for a .t.n'.ly geientific investigation. L
Onu final| ifem is that the r;ﬁng-qaﬁur asightings hove not died i

down, a5, was- :nnfid..cnt.ly Pl'cdla’.'_t:-\.'d. ponc yuars age whoer the Firet deluge of

EERHEHEBn T O S

sightings wns rogarded as moss hyateria, Unless™ the preblom is a.ﬁ:tr.‘had i |

scientifically, 'w: o4nl Lodk forward to puribdic recurroncos ri' flying-aaucor
. roports. It appoarsy indoed, thot the flying soucer slong with the autonobile

| i . ds hore to etay, ond if we can't shoo it away, wu mast fry to undorstand it.

w o et UNCLASSIFIED |
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While in Los Angolva, I was asked 1o cppedr in a2 TV Erng;l-m with
Gerald Herd, tho BEC stience analyst with Yalter Riddel, thé rockeb expert) -
: end Hif-il ildous Badey. They wore to .hnvo & round=table discussion dn flying
| ]
saucors. I declincd imeu.m_t.—l;.' bt was provailed upon 40 bo in the studio
when tho progrem was in prégrese. I am JJJ'—_b_],r that my prescnce as an astrumr.
E : " Weromped their sfyle to'a groet degrec, but nonetheless the progrem :r,:a.d the, ! ; ’
é zenr.-_ral cffcet of convincing the hoarcrs th:.-t fiying sal..l:cra did extst.  Thera
wos vory little comstructivo about the program. It comsistod of a rohash of . !
A ) a1l t.!u_-.t.h.i_nga we My hoard’sd medh 1|;|r.'|ut. alfesdy, Tt pght be p.rufi‘t.':lhle,', i) 1 b
B e for instoneo, 4o have a IV program, eponsercd by ‘the Ade Force, acouninting.

the public with the problen of flying sawsers as @ scientifie problem. . Though Y

o

suggebted jokingly, there night be some peint to this, if thia imrestigetion

evar gots to thy scicntiflc pansl stage.

JiH:og ) . : ] : !

UMH‘de_Ln'-‘-"F'HZG
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